The Dollar Store

by Tracy Holt

Setting:  A dollar store with a big sign that says “Everything is $1.00”

Characters:



Cashier (CA)



Customer (CU)

(customer walks in)

CA:
Hello and welcome to Just a Dollar, the store where everything is just a dollar.  Please let me know if you need any assistance.

CU:
Okay, I will.

(customer looks around for a few moments, then picks up an item and walks up to the cashier.)

How much is this?

CA:
It’s a dollar, everything is just a dollar.

CU:
Uh, okay, thanks.


(customer puts the item down, and selects another item)


How much is this?

CA:
It’s a dollar, this is Just a Dollar, the store where everything is just a dollar.  Do you understand?

CU:
Uh, got it


(selects a different item)


What about this?

CA:
Alright, listen, everything costs one dollar!  See the sign!


(points at the sign)

CU:
Okay.


(picks up a different item)


How much is this?

CA:
Don’t you get it! This is Just a Dollar, the store where everything is just a dollar!  See that sign, it says “everything is just one dollar!” That means everything that you see all around you costs one dollar!  Do I need to spell it out?!

CU:
Uh, no, I think I understand.

CA:
You do?

CU:
Yes.

CA:
Okay, good.  Well then if you need any more help, please let me know.

CU:
Okay.


(walks to the front of the store)


I’d like to buy that.

CA:
Buy what?

CU:
This.

CA:
The window?!

CU:
No, just the glass.

CA:
The glass?!  You can’t buy the glass!

CU:
Why not, you said everything’s a dollar.

CA:
Yes, but not the glass everything inside the store, but not the structure of the store.  Got it!

CU:
Um, yes.

CA:
Okay, good.

CU:
Well, I’d like to buy that then.

CA:
Buy what?  There’s nothing there.

CU:
Yes there is.

CA:
Well I certainly don’t see anything!

CU:
You don’t see the carpet?

CA:
The carpet? The carpet?!  You can’t buy the carpet!  If you want carpet, then go to a carpet store, but this is a dollar store, you can’t get carpet here!

CU:
Well if this is a dollar store, then where are the dollars?

CA:
What?

CU:
Where are the dollars?

CA:
The dollars?!  We don’t sell dollars, we sell junk for a dollar.

CU:
Why would anyone want to buy junk?

CA:
Well it’s not junk, I meant stuff.

CU:
Oh, but I can’t buy the carpet?

CA:
No, you can’t buy the carpet.

CU:
And I can’t buy the glass?

CA:
No, you can’t buy the glass.  Not the glass, not the carpet, you can’t buy anything that is a part of the structure or that is attached to the walls, the floor, or the ceiling.  I should also add that you can’t buy the lights, so don’t try them!

CU:
Alright, Uh, well, I’d like to buy this shelf.

CA:
No! No! No! No!!  You can’t buy the shelf!  If it holds or displays something, you can’t buy it.  Not the shelves, and not the hooks in the walls.  Let me also add that you can’t buy the counter or the register!

CU:
Okay. (selects another item)


I’d like to buy this.

CA:
Alright, that’ll be one dollar.

CU:
How ‘bout 50 cents.

CA:
No, it’s a dollar!

CU:
But it’s not worth a dollar.

CA:
No, well how much do you think it’s worth?

CU:
Maybe 63 cents.

CA:
Okay, good, fine, 63 cents it is.

CU:
On second thought, I don’t really need it.

CA:
Aaaaaahhh!!

CU:
(picks up a four pack of batteries)


I’d like two of these.

CA:
Two packs?

CU:
NO, just two batteries.

CA:
So!  Let me guess, you want me to just rip this package open, give you two batteries, and charge you 50 cents?

CU:
Yes.

CA:
Okay, fine, here you go!  (rips package open)


Here are two batteries!  That will be 50 cents!

CU:
Oh, sorry, I forgot, I don’t have any mones.

CA:
Well then just take them!

CU:
Free?

CA:
Yes, no charge.

CU:
Well I can’t do that, it wouldn’t be fair.

CA:
(sighs heavily)


Fine, we’ll charge it to your account.

CU:
Well, then while you’re putting things on my account, I’d like to buy that hat you’re wearing.

CA:
(runs off into the back room (i.e. off back stage)  then there is a gun shot.)

CU:
(shrugs shoulders, picks up two batteries, and walks out)

The End

